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Dear Parents and Carers, Students, Staff and
Governors,
This time last year we were in lockdown and so we are
very grateful that this year we have been in school: the
term has not been without disruption but despite the
high levels of Covid related absence we have managed
to keep all year groups open. We are also now seeing
a significant decrease in infections across the school
community and hope that this remains a trend. We look
forward to welcoming families into school for the first
time this year for year group specific events and will
take these opportunities to introduce members of the
school leadership team as well as highlighting some
key aspects of school life. We look forward to Year 11
parents and carers attending our sixth form open
evening on Thursday 17th March, our Year 9 parents
to their child’s Option Evening on Thursday 24th March
and Year 10 parents to an evening focussing on both
work effectiveness and supporting GCSE study in
early April.

have laws and why no-one is above the law; the
equalities act and what we mean by ‘Out History’ as
a focus on LGBT+ awareness month; and democracy
and governance. I’m sure you will agree some
challenging topics to start the day!
In order to share with families the areas that we are
developing in school, we have been including a
‘County Themes’ section to the County Courier newsletter over the past few weeks. This has hopefully
provided more of an insight into the complexities
of school life. In order to support our continual
development, I invited independent educational
leaders to undertake reviews of the quality of our
‘Teaching and Learning’ across the school and a
review of ‘Safeguarding and Behaviour’ this half term.
Both reviews provided strong validation of the work
that all staff are doing with students to ensure an
exceptional education for your children.

There are always plentiful proud moments with our
students, and these are always included in our half
termly Accolade to give you some insight into the
varied work that goes on here outside of the classroom. This half term we have particularly focussed on
some of the enrichment activities that are run across
the school so that you can encourage your child to
get involved if they are not already.

Our Year Eleven students are now half way through
their second set of mock examinations and their feedback has been very positive. They have worked hard
and their behaviour has been exemplary. They will
have the half term as a midway point to recoup
and refocus on their core subjects, before a further
week of mocks on our return. Our Year 13 students
will also begin their mock exams on our return to
school heralding the final few months of preparation
before the summer exams.

Real highlights for me this half term have been the
Eucharist Service at the Cathedral where our Head
and Deputy Head students represented the school and
the Shakespeare Schools’ Performance at The Apex
Theatre which was a breath-taking rendition of
A Midsummer Nights’ Dream by our students. Our
thespians have gone on to perform to students in
Westley and Horringer Court this week.

I would like to take this opportunity to say a warm
thanks and best wishes for the future to Mrs Hammond
(Geography teacher) and Ms Wolsey (temporary
English teacher) who will be leaving us today.
I would also like to welcome:
Ms Collins (Geography Teacher)
Ms Cross (English Teacher)
Mr Pabla (Photography teacher)

Our school assemblies alternate between a year group
specific theme in week A and a whole school theme
in week B. This half term our whole school themes,
delivered by the leadership team, have asked students
to reflect on mutual respect and tolerance as important
aspects of British Values; the learning process and how
talent is ‘made not born’ and therefore the importance
of modelling and retrieval practice in lessons; Why we

Thankyou so much for everything you do to support
our school. I really value having such a supportive and
proactive parent body and look forward to developing
this with you further in the future.
Wishing you all a restful half term
with your families and loved ones.

Sally Kennedy
Headteacher

County Upper School
is honoured

Mr Kevin Hamlin. Kevin will now be In charge of the
tree’s maintenance and the whole school community is
looking forward to celebrating ‘cherry blossom viewing’
later in the spring.

County Upper School is honoured to have received
the gift of a cherry blossom tree to commemorate the
ongoing friendship between Japan and the United
Kingdom. This Sakura project was launched in the
Autumn of 2017 during a meeting between Prime
Ministers Shinzo Abe and Theresa May, and the tree
we received is one of 6000 now planted throughout
the UK.
On 26th January 2022, we arranged a small planting
ceremony, to acknowledge the importance of this tree
which celebrates the fifty two years of the school’s links
with Japan. Our three Captains of Japanese, Aedan
Finlayson and Stella Wilkinson from year thirteen and
Cornelius Jones in year eleven, planted the tree
watched by the Head Teacher, Mrs Sally Kennedy,
the Japanese teachers Mrs Grainger and Mrs MaryGrace Browning, and Property Manager,

Drawing workshop with the British artist,
Ian Murphy
Five year eleven GCSE students had the opportunity
to visit Finborough School for a drawing workshop
with the artist Ian Murphy. Murphy is a contemporary
British Fine Artist who gained initial success with
selection to the British Young Contemporary Artists
in 1985. He is best known for his powerful, tonal
drawings and atmospheric, mixed media oil
paintings of architectural places.
During the day students from several schools
including Finborough, Ixworth and County Upper
were able to participate in a variety of drawing workshops led by Murphy, where he shared a range of
techniques and processes which he uses for his own
work. Students also enjoyed listening to Murphy talk
about his life and career within the arts and shared
his sketchbooks, large scale mixed media pieces
and expertise.
The students produced a range of work throughout
the day which will be used as part of their GCSE
artwork and thoroughly enjoyed the day. The skills
they have learnt have now been brought back into
the classroom and feature in their own work.
The students had an amazing experience and
behaved impeccably throughout their visit and were
a credit to themselves and to the school. A massive
thank you to Finborough school for allowing us to
take part.

Science Success

Industrial Cadets Group
The Ogden Trust InterSchool Physics Competition work in conjunction with
Network Rail
Three of our top set year eleven physics students
took part in the Ogden Trust Inter-School Physics
Competition during the first week in December.
The team formed of Stella Godden, James Godden
and Arjun Sidhu competed against teams from
St Benedict’s and Culford.

The competition was formed of six rounds including a
practical challenge, some very challenging exam-style
questions, and a physics general knowledge round.
The team did particularly well in the “timeline of
physics” round where the organiser said that County
Upper got the highest score in the round that he’s
ever seen. Miss Pascoe was particularly impressed
by the groups ability to apply their physics knowledge
to tasks involving science they haven’t studied yet
(which the other schools had!).
The team were in first place going into the final round
but were unfortunately pipped to the top spot by St
Benedict’s. Nevertheless, a massive congratulations to
Stella, James, and Arjun for their efforts.
Well done to you all!

The Industrial Cadets Group completed the
residential section of their project in the second week
of this half term. The team are working on a project
in conjunction with Network Rail in order to make an
intelligent recycling bin that can be used by the
company.
In the run-up to the residential, the team, comprised of
Rona French, Lillie Clarke, Jack Markwick, Kenny
Oliver and George Young, have been researching
and designing their prototype. They then spent two
days at The University of Kent where they turned
their designs into reality.
The group split into two teams, with one group
working on machine learning to get a computer to
recognise different materials, while the other group
worked on a mechanism that would then put each
piece of rubbish into the correct recycling bin. The
group made excellent progress in their project, and
they particularly impressed the technicians at the
university who have asked to keep in touch to see
how the project turns out. Thank you to Miss Pascoe
for organising the trip and attending with the students.

County Upper in the Community
The Holocaust Memorial Day
On 27th January there was a special service to
remember the victims of genocide. The service was
led by St Edmundsbury Cathedral on behalf of the
local community, and our Chamber Choir were invited
to take part in the service in Abbey Gardens. They sang
“Benedictus” by Brian Lewis, which they learned during
the first few weeks of the term, and were joined by
students from King Edward VI School and Guildhall
Feoffment School who each performed their own pieces.
It was a well-attended event that was even featured on
ITV local news!

Eucharist at
St Edmundsbury Cathedral
This month saw Suffolk churches featuring a ‘Growing
Younger’ Sunday. Many churches involved their youth
and families’ ministries in worship. We thank our Head
student Team for taking part and for the readings.

Well done to all those who took part:
Rona French
Jessica Goodridge
Anika Cox
Morgan Ford
Malachi O’Neill-Gallagher
George Young
Johannes King

Grace Brighty
Elizabeth Kettle
Ebony Young
Stevie Fayers
Ella Lane
Hannah Watson
Anna Williams

This month we received a letter from the Royal British
Legion thanking us for our support in their centenary year.

Canon Pastor & Sub Dean wrote:
Dear Peace-makers,
Thank you for your excellent, various contributions
to the Holocaust Memorial Day Service this morning.
Your singing and speaking ensured it was a moving,
significant occasion for everyone who attended. It’s
so good that we can all participate in a rich, powerful
ceremony to benefit our community.
Teachers, please thank and congratulate your
wonderful students.

Holocaust Memorial Day live webinar
Students from all year groups joined a live webinar with Eva Clarke to mark Holocaust Memorial Day.
Here are the reflections from Beth Green and Evie Pyle from year twelve and Stella Godden in year eleven:
Beth Green and Evie Pyle wrote:
This is the story of Anka Bergman, a mother who, aided by
chance and small acts of kindness, battled through three
separate concentration camps in pursuit of a life for her
daughter. Eva Clarke, the baby born in Mauthausen
concentration camp, spoke this morning on behalf of
Holocuast Memorial Day, which over 700 schools
commemorated by joining a live interview.
One trait that contributed to Anka Bergman’s survival was
her ardent optimism, along with the seemingly insignificant
events scattered through her experience. On entering the first
camp, her physical capabilities enabled her to obtain a job.
Although this appears trivial, her work allowed her to steal food
for her family and therefore survive. In addition, and traumatic
as it was, the passing of her two-month old baby boy also

ensured her survival later on at Auschwitz, where she
voluntarily followed her husband to his death. Unaware of her
second pregnancy, she was never to see him again, and he
was never to know of his Eva.
Mauthausen, the place feared by all and the shocking name
that triggered Anka’s labour in April of 1945, was Eva Clarke’s
first home. Due to the starvation and deprivation her mother
encountered during her last six years, she weighed merely five
stone upon giving birth, and Eva only three pounds. A miracle
baby, she went on to highlight the importance of the Holocaust
and ignite within us all her passion to immortalise the
resilience that outweighed the darkness. However, not only
did this provide light, but the small, good acts of others:
a farmer bringing a glass of milk to a starving mother; one
friend holding up another. But monstrosity overcomes all,
and in the words of Eva’s mother ‘only the Dead can forgive’.

Stella Godden in year eleven wrote:
Six million people were killed in the Holocaust. Fifteen of those were Eva Clarke’s close
family. This Wednesday, students from across the school were privileged to attend a
webinar in which Eva, a Holocaust survivor, told us of her life.
By hearing Eva’s story, we were reminded of the lives that the Nazis took - not just
of the deaths in statistics. Her father, three grandparents, uncles and aunts, her seven
year old cousin, Peter, and her brother, George, died in concentration camps. Eva
tells her story to commemorate and remember those who died in the Holocaust. By
remembering the absolute evil of the Holocaust, she hopes to allow us to learn lessons
from its tragedy, and to never allow it to happen again.
If we forget those who died, if we view their lives merely as numbers, then we have failed.
We have to listen to the stories of those survivors who are left, and to never forget.

Music News

County Upper Music Department has recently
received a delivery of 10 brand new Yamaha piano
keyboards. These keyboards are not only excellent
instruments for developing piano/keyboard skills but a
vital tool for composing at KS3, KS4, and KS5.

The keyboards have already been put into good
use within lessons, including the year nine Music
Technology topic, year ten practical performance
practice and the year eleven integrated portfolio
project.

Our attention now turns to preparing the students in the Chamber Choir
and Pit Band for the Unity Music Concert on March 30th. This will involve
all of the Unity schools within Bury St Edmunds and will take place at
St Edmundsbury Cathedral. In addition, the Brass Ensemble, Chamber
Choir, Concert Band, Orchestra and Swing Band have all begun
rehearsing for the school concert on April 7th.

Music Examinations

We congratulate Ben Allum in year
eleven who got a distinction for his
Grade 5 Trinity Drum Kit exam.

The Sport Report
Football

The Under 14 Boys’ Football Team beat St Benedict’s
2-0. After a goalless first half, County Upper took control
of the game with Josh Evans scoring the first goal and
Harvey Child adding a second.

Rugby

The U16 Boys Rugby Sqaud competed in the County
Championships this week and played really well
winning two out of the three games in their pool.
Well done to, Rueben Sorooshian, Harry Woolridge,
Angus Hudson, Callum Woods, Charlie Burrows,
Jake Sadler, Will Hudson, Jack Griggs, River
Sapinosa, Stephen Wainwright, Tom Marks,
Gabe Sorooshian, Theo Mulhall and
Josh Lane.

The Under 15 boys football team beat Debenham 3-2
away from home with goals from Archie Chetcuti,
Joe Cocksedge and Jake Stiles.

The Under 16 boys football team drew 0-0 with
Kesgrave, but then unfortunatey lost 3-1 on penalties.
Our Girls won 4-2 in the Suffolk Cup and are
through to the next round.

The U15 Boys’ competed well in the county development
tournament at Ipswich School. Well done to the squad!

Mia Archer
Ella Barnes
Megan Barnes
Evie Blackford
Ruby Drew

Stevie Fayers
Imogen Ranson
Megan Haynes
Millie Reading
Sybbie Hoggar
Imogen Simmons
Eloise Manton
Annabel Ransome

We congratulate Jess Brand in year nine for
competing against Brentford in the Norwich
City Elite Youth Team this month. Norwich
City won 12 -5 and Jess scored twice!
Well done Jess!

Cross Country

Our students excelled themselves
with their efforts over a very
difficult and challenging course
at Woodbridge School. Eliza,
Freya and Luke will now qualify
or be considered for selection for
the Anglian Schools event in
February. Well done to you all!
Senior Girls: Eliza Hayden - 2nd
Inter Girls: Freya De’ath - 4th
Sophie Gathorne- Hardy - 26th
Junior Boys: Luke Brownhill - 14th
Junior Girls: Eloise Manton

Joe Adams-Clarke
Chase Baglow
Jack Baxter
Felix Brouder
Liam Brown
Ralph Greer-Walker
Adrian Hoggett-Price
James Howard
Marcel Mathers

Callum Peck
Kai Price
Harry Sadler
River Sapinoso
Nathan Scarfe
Stephen Wainwright
Samuel Everett

East of England Regional
Netball Finals ‘22

After qualifying to represent Suffolk at the County finals
in November, the squad travelled to Welwyn Garden
City for the East of England Regional Finals. The draw
meant a tough and highly competitive pool and the team
competed valiantly but were unfortunately denied the
results they were hoping to achieve this year. This team
have not only represented County Upper School at the
County Finals in all three age categories from U14,
U16 and U19 but have also qualified for the East of
England finals again in all age categories - a highly
commendable achievement of which they should
be very proud.

Sixth Form PE and Sports
Scientists trip
The Sixth Form PE and Sport Scientists went to the
University of Essex for a day of Sports Physiology
and Biomechanics. The trip proved to be a resounding
success in allowing students to learn new skills and take
advantage of the ever-evolving technology behind
sport now.

Equestrian

Ryan De Sousa in year nine had a succesful time
competing this month. Ryan won the 1m Open with his
pony Ewald, and was also double clear in the 120 on
his pony Mighty Mouse.
Photographed here is Ryan in the 1.20m JA handicap
at Aintree Equestrian Centre. They had a lovely double
clear to finish 7th with a super fast time and some
great turns. Well done Ryan!

Sports Personalities
We congratulate this month’s recipients:

Year 9

Sybbie Hoggar
Liam Brown

Year 10

Stephen Wainwright
Grace Kirby

Year 11

Harry Wooldridge
Maisie Furnell

Shakespeare Schools’ Festival Workshop
Drama Club students have been rehearsing and performing for the Shakespeare for Schools Festival.
This was a wonderful opportunity to see various schools come together and perform
in front of a live audience.
Our students created a physical theatre piece based on the theme of a dream, in night clothes with green ribbons
to create a forest scape they performed a fantastic piece.

Well done to everyone
involved:
Kiki Davis
Anna Field
Elise Hagger
Isla Hogg
Emily Houlder
Rowan Johnston- Jackles
Ami King

Jess Lewis
Ethan Mackenzie Vince
Carmen Merrell-Smith
Amber Rose Oliver
Malachi O’Neill- Gallagher
Lily Owen
Molly Roques
Molly Taylor
Anna Williams
Josh Wiseman

Sixth Form
This year we have significantly expanded the facilities
for the sixth form: there is a separate entrance for sixth
formers into their own area of the school which includes
a common room with kitchen, a work room and a seated
courtyard. In addition, the sixth formers have their own
café for lunch and break and we have fully refurbished a
dedicated sixth form toilet block.

As a school we have been reflecting on what makes
our sixth form so special and how we ensure that we
communicate that message to prospective students and
parents. Last week we began one-to-one interviews with
our Year 11 students to discuss their post-16 choices
and how we could support their next steps. Students fed
back that they felt the most significant features of our sixth
form are that as a smaller sixth form staff can support
each student as an individual and the relationships we
have with our students are key to getting the very best
out of all our students.

We are very proud of our record of supporting students as
they strive for excellence and make progress towards the
next steps in their education. We recognise that we cannot compete with large colleges in some aspects of their
offer and so we have reviewed our curriculum and are focussing on what we do best - delivering a high performing
academic curriculum with a particular focus on supporting
students moving on to Russell Group Universities. Within
this remit we have developed our “elite university club”
building our links with St Catherine’s College, Cambridge
and Baliol College, Oxford and taking forward our
previous strong track record in supporting our students
in their Oxbridge applications. We are pleased that so
far this year we have two students in year 13 who have
been given offers to study at Cambridge University, which
follows a long tradition of our students progressing to
prestigious educational institutions.

We look forward to welcoming parents and prospective
students to our open evening: Thursday 17th March.

s

You are more than just a number to us
A small Sixth Form = small classes + strong relationships
We know each other well
so our students achieve
their potential

We don’t
let anyone
get lost in
the crowd
Come along to our Sixth Form Open Evening
on 17th March. Welcome presentations at
5.00 and 6.00pm. Meet our students and
staff and find out more.

Apply here:
https://tinyurl.com/ncsvf3mt

County Upper School • Beeton’s Way • Bury St Edmunds • Suffolk IP32 6RF • 01284 754857 • countyupper.org

Enrichment Activities and Clubs
Spanish Club

Art Club

The Monday lunchtime Spanish Club offers
year nine the chance to learn another foreign
language alongside those that they study as
part of their timetables. We concentrate on how
to talk about ourselves and our interests so that
we feel able to conduct short conversations
with any native speakers that we may meet.
The students keep notes in an exercise book to
aid with this but also as a basis for any of them
wishing to continue their interest in the language
through to the GCSE Spanish course.

Every Wednesday lunchtime there are GCSE Art
catch up sessions. This is a great opportunity to
continue with coursework, add to your sketchbook or
to try out new techniques and processes right here in
the art room - D7!

Music Club
The Chamber Choir and Pit Band start
rehearsals for The Unity Music Concert in
March. Our Brass Ensemble, Chamber Choir,
Concert Band, Orchestra and Swing Band
have also begun rehearsals for the school
concert in April.

Creative Writing Club
Drama Club
Drama Club students have been rehearsing
and performing for the Shakespeare for
Schools Festival.

Students have been working on entries for the
Elmbridge Literary Competition on the theme of
‘Enigma’. They have developed ideas, completed
drafts and then workshopped their pieces to create
final entries for the deadline of 28th February 2022.
Pupils have produced a mixture of high quality
poetry and prose, highlighting the originality
and talent in the school.

Enrichment Activities and Clubs
PE Clubs
The PE Department is proud to run such an
extensive extra-curricular programme providing
opportunities for students to immerse themselves
in sport outside of the classroom. As a department
we all believe that the experiences away from the
classroom are just as important for personal
development as the lessons students have
each day.

Equally the equestrian team have qualified for
competitions later in the year to perform and
compete at royal events which the queen attends.

In all, the department lead over 20 clubs a week
ranging from table tennis and trampolining to netball
and rugby. In addition to this we have had the
privilege of external coaches visiting school this
term to offer yoga to a different demographic of
student.

Finally, we are hugely proud to be the Youth
Sports Trust lead inclusion school for Suffolk.
This has enabled us to lead some extra-curricular
opportunities including a bowling event and an
upcoming sports festival in the summer, to students
on the SEND register ensuring that all students
have access to worthwhile and beneficial
competition.

Despite the pandemic and the challenges students
have faced, it has been pleasing to see that clubs
are still popular among young people and they truly
appreciate the additional opportunities we try to
provide them. Some of the more popular clubs this
year have been table tennis, volleyball, badminton
and, as ever, netball club on a Monday has been
brilliantly attended.

In addition to the club opportunities we have been
able to compete in a range of competitions across
the county. There has been particular success from
the year nine girls’ badminton team (Western Area
Champions), year ten futsal team (Western Area
Champions), the U19 netball team (Regional Finalists) and finally a number of individuals qualifying to
represent Suffolk schools in the cross country.

As ever the PE Department welcome any
non-specialists who wish to get involved in the
extra-curricular programme and are happy to
support in anyway we can! It is a fantastic
opportunity to get to know the young people
we teach in a completely different
environment!

Enrichment Activities and Clubs for
the Spring Term 2022
Clubs, Activities and Extension GCSEs for the Spring Term 2022
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Before School
Single Reed Ensemble
(Music)
Academy Basketball
(Sports Hall)
Open Dance (Jazz) (Gym)

Pop Choir (Music)
Academy Basketball
(Sports Hall)
Open Cricket (Sports
Hall)

GCSE Year 3 Japanese
(C4)
Academy Basketball
(Sports Hall)
Open Dance (Lyrical)
(Gym)

Beginners’ Japanese @
8.30 am – 9.20 am (PE1)
Barbershop (Music)

Academy Basketball
(Sports Hall)

Lunchtime
Spanish Beginners @ 1.25 pm (Room 21)
Film Club @ 1.25 pm (Room 11)
Additional Maths (FSMQ) Year 10 (Room 28)
GCSE Year 2 Japanese integrated skills class @
1.20 pm (PE1)
Swing band (Music)
Year 9 & 10 Badminton (Sports Hall)
Open Table Tennis (Gym)
GCSE Photography drop in session (D1)
Week A – GCSE Graphics drop in sessions (D11)
Book Club @ 1.25 pm (Room 11)
Maths Revision Year 11 Higher (Room 28)
Beginners’ Japanese integrated skills class @ 1.20
pm (PE1)
Wind Band (Music)
GCSE Badminton (Sports Hall)
Open Volleyball (Gym)
GCSE Art drop in sessions (D7)
History Society (H1)
Chess Club (H2)
Additional Maths (FSMQ) Year 11 (Room 28)
GCSE Year 3 Japanese (C4)
Chamber Choir (Music)
B&V Society
Year 10 & 11 Badminton (Sports Hall)
Christian Union (C1)
Creative Writing Club @ 1.25 pm (Room 11)
Politics and Economics Society (H2)
Maths Revision Year 11 Foundation (Room 28)
Brass Ensemble (Music)
String Ensemble (Music)
Year 11 Sport Science Support (PE2)
Year 11 GCSE Support (PE2)
Year 9 & 10 Girls Basketball (Sports Hall)
Week B – GCSE Graphics drop in sessions (D11)
Orchestra (Music)
Pride
Boxing/Boxing Fitness Club (Invite Only) (Gym)
Year 10 GCSE Support (PE2)
Year 9 & 10 Boys Basketball (Sports Hall)

After School
6th form Art studio time @ 4.00 pm – 5.00
pm
Dungeons and Dragons (G2)
Year 9 & 10 Football
Year 9 & 10 Netball (Sports Hall)
Drama Club @ 4.00 pm – 5.00 pm
Fixtures
6th form Art studio time @ 4.00 pm – 5.00
pm
U19 Academy Basketball (Sports Hall)
Fixtures

GCSE Year 2 Japanese (C4)
Astronomy GCSE @ 4.30 pm (CC1) Year 10
and above
Girls Football (Field/Astro)
U19 Basketball Academy Fixtures
Fixtures

Warhammer (H2)
Debating Society (Library)
Sixth Form Physics drop-in (S2)
Open Trampolining (Mini Hall)
Year 11 & Sixth Form Football
Year 11 & Sixth Form Netball (Sports Hall)
Fixtures
U19 Academy Basketball (Sports Hall)

